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Surrey Biodiversity Information Centre

• A focus for biodiversity information and 

recording in Surrey.

• Collects, manages and makes available 

information on Surrey’s plants and animals, 

wildlife habitats, statutory and non-statutory 

wildlife sites and open spaces. 

• Works with organisations and individuals 

that produce or use biodiversity data either 

through their work or leisure activities.



Surrey Biodiversity Information Centre

Surrey Wildlife Trust

Surrey Biodiversity 
Information Centre  

Manager

Alistair Kirk

SBIC Data 
Officer

Judith Ballinger

SBIC Data 
Officer

Rob Schwar

Citizen Science 
Officer

Daniel Banks



Part of a National Network



National 
Biodiversity 

Network

SBIC
Association of Local 

Environmental 
Records Centre 

(ALERC)

County Recorders, Local 
Recording Groups, National 

Schemes and Societies 
e.g. Surrey Bird Club, Butterfly 
Conservation, Bees, Wasps and 

Ants Recording Scheme

London & South East 
Local Records Centres 

Forum (LaSER)

Flow of information or 
services 

Other Recorders
(including members of the 

public)

Statutory 
Environmental Bodies

(Natural England, 
Environment Agency etc)

Local Authorities
(including Regional, County, 

Borough and District)

Commercial Bodies
(including consultancies 
working on their behalf)

Other Environmental 
Bodies

(SWT, National Trust, 
RSPB etc)

Working in Partnership



Informed decision making and a 

better understanding of the 

landscape of Surrey can only be 

achieved through access to relevant 

information on the distribution and 

abundance of species and habitats 

across the County



SBIC Partners

• Core Partners

– Surrey Wildlife Trust (Host Body): Rolling SLA

– Surrey County Council: Annual SLA

– Environment Agency: Five Year Agreement,

• Other SLAs

– Affinity Water / Thames Water: Annual Licence

– Network Rail: Joint SLA with all LERCs covering 

Southern Region



Information In…

• Sites
• Statutory e.g. SSSI

• Non-Statutory e.g. LWS or SNCIs

• And everywhere else…

• Species
• Over 2.25 million records

• Data sharing agreements with many of Surrey’s specialist 

recording groups

• Habitats
• Surrey Habitat Framework



Information Out…

• Automated Enquiry Service
– Online Ordering

– Standard Report

– Includes information on…

• Protected Sites (Statutory & Non-statutory)

• Protected Species

• Rare/Notable Species (e.g “Red List”)

• Priority Species

• INNS Species

– Commercial enquiries, chargeable

– Members of public/Schools etc., no charge

• Services for SLA Holders





SBIC Enquiry Service – 

Year on Year Figures
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Enquiry Service - Standard Report





Designated SitesStatutory Designated Sites in SurreyStatutory Designated Sites in Surrey



Local Sites“Local Sites” in Surrey



Legally Protected Species in Surrey



Invasive Non-native Species in Surrey



However…

We also make it clear to 

enquirers that the information 

contained in the report is not 

infallible so that enquirers 

should take any additional steps 

as appropriate.



Working with Surrey’s Recording 

Community

• Annual Recorders’ Meeting

• Recorders’ Field Meetings & “BioBlitz” 

Events

• Surrey Wildlife Atlas Series



Working with 

SWT Ecology Services

• Provide mapping support including; 

– Preliminary Ecological Assessment (PEA – inc. 
habitat mapping using UK Habitat Classification 
(UKHab) system)

– Protected Species Surveys / Licencing

– Ecological Constraints and Opportunities (ECOP)

– Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Assessment

– Other Projects; 

• Hastings G&BI Study, 

• Ashdown Forest Habitat Management Plan Review







The Future…

• More of the same!

• Complete ALERC Accreditation Process

• Continued development of Enquiry Service / 
plus new services for partners

• Continued focus on data / building closer links 
with Surrey’s Recording Community

• Recorders’ Field Meeting Program

• Atlas Series

• New Challenges (e.g. BNG, DLL, LNRS)



SNCI Selection Criteria Review



Local Sites“Local Sites” in Surrey



• Non-statutory (i.e. no legal protection),

• Protection only through the planning system,

• Many equal in quality to statutory Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI),

• More than 40,000 Local Sites in England,

• Criteria for selection derived locally with 

reference to national site selection framework 

(DEFRA 2006),

• Aim to be Inclusive and comprehensive rather 

than representative (e.g. SSSIs).

Background



• Origin in 1975 Surrey Structure Plan

– Areas of High Ecological Quality (AHEQ),

• Original surveys from mid-1990s onwards, 

managed by SWT in partnership with SCC and 

relevant LA,

• Identification and selection overseen by 

Surrey Nature Conservation Liaison Group 

(SNCLG),

• Renamed Surrey Local Sites Partnership 

(SLSP) in 2010,

SNCIs in Surrey



Borough/District No. of SNCIs No. of pSNCI Last Major Review

Elmbridge 22 2005

Epsom & Ewell 13 2013

Guildford 162 Ongoing

Mole Valley 80 48 1995 (Desktop 2021)

Reigate & Banstead 53 18 2016

Runnymede 35 2003

Spelthorne 30 2014

Surrey Heath 55 2013

Tandridge 97 164 1998 (pSNCI 2018)

Waverley 184 1998

Woking 44 2010

Total 775 227

SNCIs in Surrey



• SNCIs: 15,326 ha or 9.2% of Surrey,

• pSNCIs: 1,735 ha or 1.0% of Surrey,

• By comparison…

• Surrey’s SSSIs cover 12,311 ha or 7.4% of 

Surrey,

• Hampshire: 4000+,

• East Sussex: 340, West Sussex: 358,

• Kent: 454,

• Greater London: 1,600+ (three tier system). 

SNCIs in Surrey



• Current version published in 2008 by Surrey 

Wildlife Trust,

• Based on DEFRA guidance with support of 

Surrey’s specialist recording groups,

• Three parts; 

– General Guidelines (Ratcliffe Criteria),

– Habitat Guidelines,

– Species Guidelines, 

SNCI Selection Criteria



• Revision & update long overdue,

• Needed to account for changes to legislation & 

conservation policies / priorities since 2008,

• Changes in species status both locally and nationally,

• Claire Gibbs (SWT Ecology Services) funded by 

SCC, SWT & SBIC,

• Issues considered included…

– UK Habitat Classification,

– Irreplaceable Habitats Guidance for Surrey,

– Grassland Inventory,

– Ancient Woodland Inventory,

– Rivers.

SNCI Selection Criteria Review



• SWT ES review included; 

– Latest knowledge of the species group nationally and in 

Surrey

– Updated SSSI Selection Guidance.

– Wider Best Practice (e.g. other county’s LWS selection 

criteria e.g. Hampshire / Devon)

• Species expert groups examined existing criteria and 

advised on applicability and/or measurability,

• Also advised on proposed changes,  

• Draft Criteria passed to SLSP & SNP for formal 

signoff & adoption

SNCI Selection Criteria Review





• Surrey Wildlife Trust,

• Surrey County Council,

• Environment Agency,

• South East Rivers Trust,

• Surrey Botanical Society (SBS)

• Surrey Dormouse Group,

• Surrey Bat Group,

• Surrey Amphibian and Reptile Group (SARG),

• Surrey Bird Club,

• Butterfly Conservation (SW London and Surrey Branch),

• Surrey Moth Group,

• British Dragonfly Society (BDS), 

• Surrey Fungus Study Group,

• Invertebrate ecologists: Jonty Denton, Scotty Dodd,

• Lichen ecologist: Professor David Hawkswood.

Thanks To…
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