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      Citizen Science Risk Assessment
       Activity: Surveying and Lone working                                      

	Activity Assessed:    Surveying

	Assessed by:   Kate Basley
	Persons at Risk:  Surveyors

	Hazard (Potential for harm)
	How might you be harmed?
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures 
	Controlled Risk Level

	
	
	Likelihood
	Severity of harm
	Risk Level
	
	Likelihood
	Severity of harm
	Risk Level

	Lone Working
	No one to help if accidents or incidents occur
	2
	4
	8
	- Adopt a buddy system – ensure that you inform someone where you are going and give them a procedure to follow if you do not report back in.
- Always take a fully charged mobile phone.
- Leave contact details and expected time of return with someone at home/work
	1
	4
	4

	Surveying adjacent to water
	Slipping resulting in immersion in water.

Entrapment in mud.

Drowning.


	2
	4
	8
	- Avoid exceptionally steep/boggy ground/uneven ground.
- Undertake all surveying from the bank side path where present.
- Always wear suitable footwear.

- Always take and use a walking stick to check for balance and support.

- Check for unstable and wet surfaces and avoid if possible.

- No lone worker should enter or work near water courses. 

- If the water levels rise significant, move people into a safer area.


	1
	4
	4

	Surveying adjacent to road
	Involved in car accident.
	2
	4
	8
	- First attempt to survey the hedgerow from its other side.

- Wear highly visible clothes if near a road.
- Be aware of your surroundings at all times
	1
	4
	4

	Adverse weather conditions
	Exposure
Hypothermia
Sunstroke
Sunburn
Falling trees
	3
	2
	6
	Minimise exposure as much as possible.
- Wear appropriate clothing and sunscreen.
- Do not visit site unprepared for possible downpours or great heat/cold or strong sunshine.
- Stop work promptly if in discomfort.
- Avoid trees/woodlands in stormy/windy weather. 
- Seek shelter in particularly poor conditions and postpone site visit until more appropriate weather conditions.
	1
	2
	2

	Dog faeces
	Toxoplasmosis
	2
	3
	6
	- Avoid very heavily impacted areas. 
- Carry antiseptic wipes, and always wash hands before eating.
- If working in a group, warn others if working in a contaminated area. 
	1
	3
	3

	Crossing fields 
	Attack by animals.

Poisoning from spray contact.
	2
	3
	6
	Get landowner permission before entering site.

Avoid startling animals.

Don’t get between parent animals and their young.

Avoid freshly crop sprayed fields.
	1
	3
	3

	Hostile persons
	Disturbance
Confrontation
Aggressive behaviour
	2
	3
	6
	- Be aware of any suspicious behaviour and move away if necessary. 
- Carry mobile phone. 
- Trust intuition. 

- Ensure easy escape from site e.g. by careful parking of car.
	1
	3
	3

	Ticks 
	Lyme Disease
	2
	3
	6
	- Wear long trousers and sleeves. 
- Brush clothes down regularly. 
- Check skin for ticks at the end of work. If bitten, seek medical advice immediately.
	1
	3
	3

	Dehydration
	Dehydration
	2
	3
	6
	- Carry water. If you run out, visit shop or pub if available, for water.
	1
	2
	2


	Skin Irritation 
from Plants
	Skin and/or eye contact with irritant sap & other plant materials (e.g. Hogweeds, Spurges, Hemlock, Wild Parsnip, Foxglove)
	2
	2
	4
	- Contact is to be avoided by wearing suitable PPE. - - Wash off skin and/or irrigate eyes with clean water thoroughly without delay if it does occur. 

- Do not expose contaminated skin to sunlight.
	1
	2
	2

	Traffic
	Road traffic accident - if crossing the road
	1
	5
	5
	-Avoid crossing roads by planning the route to minimise contact with vehicles. 

-Walking confined primarily to footpaths, away from major highways. 
	1
	5
	5

	Slips, trips and falls
	Access - Injury from slipping/ tripping on paths and structures (boardwalk & bridge)
	2
	3
	6
	-Pre-warn people to wear appropriate footwear & point out hazards when noted.  

-Recommend use of stout boots or wellingtons, with good grip. 

-keep an eye out for hazards when walking.
	1
	3
	3

	Snake bite
	Injury caused from snake bite, potential anaphylactic shock


	1
	2
	2
	-Inform participants of the risks and need to avoid snakes whenever possible.  

-Wear suitable footwear and long trousers. 

-Avoid entering areas of risk unnecessarily. 

-Be aware of First Aid procedures and check communication methods are operational.


	1
	2
	2

	Surveying near to contaminated water      
	Leptospirosis - Weil's disease (via rats urine) and Harjo (transmitted from cattle to human)


	2
	4
	8
	- These diseases may not be very common but can have severe effects, in rare cases death. 

-The bacteria can get into your body through cuts and scratches and through the lining of the mouth, throat and eyes after contact with infected urine or contaminated water, such as in sewers, ditches, ponds and slow-flowing rivers.

 -Avoid areas of risk e.g any direct contact with watercourses.  


	1
	4
	4







I have read this risk assessment and agree to the terms and conditions 

Name:                                                    
                         Signature:





                                                                                                                                              

Date…………………..                          
Non-return emergency system – Inform your buddy of the procedures below.

If you do not return or contact your buddy by the expected time they should take the following action:

                      -   Telephone you on your mobile phone. 

                      -   Continue to try and make contact at intervals for up to an hour
                      -   After one hour, if still no response, the buddy should contact the emergency services

                      -   Surrey Wildlife Trust should be alerted if possible.           

Fill in the following information to leave with your buddy.
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Mobile Number…………………………………………………….
Vehicle details (if using) ……………………………………….
Proposed itinerary (include expected time of return, location, etc)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Agreed time to check-in with buddy………………………………………………………………………….

It is always useful to set up an alarm on your phone to remind you to contact your buddy at the agreed time. Ensure you have your buddy’s contact telephone number before you leave.
No activity may be carried out where there is an individual Risk Factor of 10 or above. 
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