
Context 
This complex of commons is internationally important for 
wildlife and is much valued by local communities and   
visitors for recreational use and for its outstanding      
landscape value. The Surrey Wildlife Trust, MOD/Defence 
Estates and Natural England, as managers of the land, are 
undertaking a major review of their management and  
considering all available options. An important part of this 
process is to seek the views and concerns of the local 
community, site users and all other interested parties. It is 
hoped that this paper, by laying out the main issues, will 
help to encourage consultation with a wide audience. A 
fuller report examines the need for management of the 
heaths and associated habitats, for wildlife and people. 
This is available on request and on the Surrey Wildlife 
Trust website at http://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/. 
 
Government has recently given a new statutory right of 
access and passed new legislation on management of 
common land. It has also set targets for the management 
of important wildlife sites including these commons, coupled with increased funding for management. A 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ Ψ! ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΥ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƭŀƴŘΩ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ 
consultations over the future of common land. It recognises the value that communities place on their 
local countryside. It sets out principles for carrying out consultations in a way that genuinely seeks a   
consensus on a way forward, through regular communication and a shared understanding of the issues.  
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